Bilateral endogenous Serratia marcescens endophthalmitis secondary to endocarditis following cardiac surgery.
Endogenous endophthalmitis is a sight-threatening condition caused by microorganisms crossing the blood-ocular barrier and inducing profound intraocular inflammation. A 65-year-old female experienced bilateral loss of vision after developing infective endocarditis as a complication of combined Bentall procedure and coronary artery bypass grafting. She was diagnosed with bilateral endogenous endophthalmitis secondary to Serratia marcescens. Despite aggressive treatment with intravitreal injections of antibiotics and steroids, intensive topical and systemic antibiotic therapy, there was permanent loss of sight in both eyes. The case highlights the importance of early recognition of the symptoms and signs of endogenous endophthalmitis in any patient with systemic infection by all clinicians and the necessity of prompt ophthalmological referral if a useful level of vision is to be preserved.